
Welcome fellow Recovering Traditionalists to Episode 117.  Today I
want to tell you Why I Was Gone.

Welcome to Build Math Minds the podcast, where fidelity to your
students is greater than fidelity to your textbook. I'm your host,
Christina Tondevold, the recovering traditionalist and
BuildMathMinds.com Founder, where my mission is to change the
way we teach elementary math to our kiddos. Are you ready to start
building math minds and not just creating calculators? Let's get
started.

You may or may not have noticed, but I haven’t done a podcast in
over a month.  So instead of jumping right back into a normal

podcast, this week I wanted to share why I was gone and then next week I’ll get back to the math.

It honestly isn’t anything too exciting or profound…. just that I had no computer, but I do have something I’ve
learned from it that I want to share with you.

My desktop Mac that I do all my podcasts and videos on died.  I came into my office and it had a black screen with a
white circle with a slash through it.  After trying all the fixes I found via Google and nothing working, I took it to our
only computer repair place in town. Long story short, my hard drive was toast.  Nothing could be found on it and of
course I had not backed up that computer.  All my files, gone.  All my pictures I had uploaded off my phone, gone.
All my videos, podcasts, etc, gone.

They were able to order in a new hard drive so I didn’t have to buy an entirely new Mac but it was just like starting
over.  One thing to note for anyone who doesn’t have a desktop Mac, it’s all inclusive.  It’s a big giant screen with all
the hardware behind the screen.  Here’s a picture to show you what it looks like behind the screen:
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So they had to take the screen off to get inside it to replace the hard drive.  It took forever because they were
waiting on the special glue that Apple uses to glue the screen back on to arrive.

Over 2 weeks of them working and repairing my computer I finally got it back.  That weekend my son wanted to play
ABCYA and I told him he could use my desktop computer.  He goes upstairs and yells “Mom I can’t use it, it doesn’t
have a screen.”

I go upstairs and the screen had fallen off and was sitting on the floor!!

Thankfully the screen didn’t break, but once again I had no computer.  I took it back to the repair place on Monday,
they contacted Apple to find out what else they can use to get the screen to stay on, and after another week and a
half later I finally got my computer back this week.

Now I can get back to making podcasts every week.  Thankfully I had some files that I use for this podcast uploaded
to my Google Drive from this computer, but there was so much I didn’t have backed up.

And that is the biggest thing I learned, that I want to pass on to you….make sure to back up your computer.

I’ll see you next week for episode 118 and we will get into building our math minds.

If you like what you have been hearing there are a few ways I would love for you to let me know.  The first way is to
subscribe to the podcast.  If you are listening in iTunes make sure to hit that subscribe button.  Also in iTunes I
would love for you to leave a review and let me know if you are enjoying the podcast which types of episodes are
your favorite.  Really just anything to get me feedback about the show and lastly if you are on Instagram or Twitter I
would love for you to share when you listen to an episode that you love.  Make sure you tag me @buildmathminds
and all of those are the ways to let me know that there are actually people out there listening.  Thank you so much
for letting me be a small part of your math journey
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